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THe VETERINARY BACTERIOLOGICAL LABORATORIES 
OF THE TRANSVAAL. 


Our issue of this week contains three photo- 
graphs. One, of the exterior of the new Veterinary 
Laboratories at Pretoria, gives some idea of the 
facilities which the Transvaal Government afford 
to veterinary research. The others are of the two 
men who have been chiefly instrumental in execu- 
ting the brilliant veterinary work which—hitherto 
under great difficulties—hbas already been accom. 
plished in the Transvaal, and who continue to bear 
the main responsibility in prosecuting the same 
work under more favourable conditions. 

The photographs are from a hand- 
some volume which the Transvaal Department of 
Agriculture bas issued in commemoration of the 
opening of the new laboratories, and which deserves 
much more than passing votice—not only because 
its publication marks an epoch in veterinary pro- 
gress in the Transvaal, but also from the intrinsic 
value of its contents. 

The book commences with official lists of the 
Transvaal Department of Agriculture and _ its 
Veterinary Di.ision, followed by a short account of 
the history of the laboratories from their first tem- 
porary inception in 1896, which will be found well 
summarised in an atticle from the Transvaal public 
press reprinted in our issue of March 26th. Then 
follows a detailed account of the buildings and 
arrangements of the new laboratories, copiously 
illustrated to show the interior and exterior of the 
various departments, and fully demonstrating the 
completeness and modernity of the equipment. 
Between these two sections is a long list of the 
scientific publications which have already issued 
from the laboratories during the earlier stages of 
their development ; and the remainder and by far 
the major portion of the volume is devoted to five 
other scientific papers, which well illustrate the 
character of the recent and present work of the 
institution. These again are copiously illustrated 
when occasion demands, and though one or two 
are so technical as to chiefly interest specialists, 
yet each is a valuable contribution to the sum of 
veterinary science. 

The first paper, by Dr. Theiler himself, deals 
with “Immunity in Tropical and Sub-Tropical 
Diseases.” As is well known, the Government 
Veterinary Bacteriologist bas always placed this 
subject in the first rank of importance, and prose- 
cuted its study with great success; the present 
article is a résumé of its position at this moment 
with regard to the diseases important to the 
Transvaal. 

Next comes a shorter article by Mr. James 
Walker, M.R C V.s., one of the two Assistant Govern- 


of Bacillary Piroplasmosis of Bovines in the Trans- 
vaal.” This also is a résumé of a subject which has 
hitherto been of great practical difficulty, owing to 
the morphological similarity between Piroplasma 
parvum and Piroplasma mutans, but the recogni- 
tion of the specificity of the presence of the so-called 
“ Koch's granules ” in the lymphatic glands, kidneys 
and spleen of animals affected by East Coast fever, 
the disease caused by the first-pamed organism, 
has simplified the diagnosis. 

Then we have « longer and more complex article 
by the other Assistant Government Veterinary 
Bacteriologist, Dr. Walter Frei—a Swiss veterinary 
graduate, like Dr. Theiler himself — upon “ Hemo- 
lysis in Practical Veterinary Science.” This will be 
chiefly valuable to those conducting immunisation 
experiments, but is certainly well worth reading 
by an ordinary clinician. 

Next comes another long and even more highly 
technical paper by the one contributor to the 
volume who is not a veterinary surgeon, viz., Dr. 
L. H. Gough, the zoologist to the Transvaal De- 
partment of Agriculture, who describes “ The 
Anatomy of Stilesia Centripunctata. This worm 
is absolutely the commonest intestinal cestode of 
sheep in the Transvaal; but it is little known in 
Europe, and previously published descriptions of it 
leave something to be desired. The present minute 
anatomical and histological description of its charac- 
ters will probably take rank as the best. 

And finally, we bave an article from the Patho- 
logist to the Department, Dr. K. F. Meyer—another 
Swiss graduate—dealing with a subject which bas 
been generally neglected of recent years, although 
it can now he studied with gag ° which were 
denied to the older authors, viz., the pathological 
anatomy of bovine pleuro-pnenmonia. 

And this forms a worthy conclusion to a very 
noteworthy volume—for the book does more than 
commemorate an epoch in veterinary research 
work in the Transvaal. It shows the high standard 
of the work being done there at this moment, and 
it suggests what we may expect in the near future. 
In no department of the Empire—perbaps in no 
part of the world —bas better veterinary work been 
done within the last few years than in the Trans- 
vaal. Much of it was executed in the face of great 
difficulties ; and we may expect even better results 
in the future, now that the same workers are re- 
inforeed by able colleagues and provided with an 
equipment equal to those of Hiiropean laboratories. 
And lastly, it must be gratefully acknowledged that 
much of the work sootenpliahed in the past, and all 
the new facilities for present and future work, is due 
to the recognition by the Transvaal Government— 
and notably by Gen. Botha and Mr. F. B. Smith— 
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MEDIAN NEURECTOMY. 


Having had some experience of neurectomy in 
horses, and what is vastly more important, every 
opportunity of observing the after results, and 
where possible verifying the diagnosis by post- 
mortem examination, I cannot allow Mr. M. 
Allan's article * to go unchallenged, as some of his 
statements are misleading. 

T agree that the median operation from the horse 
owners point of view gives the best results, as it is 
least likely to be followed by disastrous results, but 
unfortunately the aga is not the panacea for 
all the lamenesses Mr. Allan would have us believe, 
and must be employed with great care and dis- 
crimination, and often supplemented by the external 
easel or ulnar neurectomy, to ensure a useful 

ree of soundness. 

ow can neurectomy he called a cure when the 
disease it is used to combat still goes on, frequently 
at an increased rate? ‘Sloughing” of the foot 
after median is in my opinion very rare, fracture of 
the os suffraginis for ‘“ bobbin disease" common. 
The “ degeneration ”’ of the text books, supposed to 
follow neurectomy, does not exist. 

What lameness in the sesamoid region does he 
refer to? Median neurectomy does not relieve 
where the sesamoid bones are badly diseased, and 
acute bursitis will follow if operation is resorted to 
for chronic bursitis, then effusion, cellulitis and 
excessive lameness. 

The second paragraph is wholly misleading, as 
combined median and ulnar neurectomy is fre- 
quently successful in removing lameness not capa- 
ble of being removed otherwise. This remark par- 
ticularly applies to those cases of navicular disease 
which still go lame after median operation. 

It is my routine practice in navicular disease to 
first divide the median nerve in one or both legs. 
The majority go sound—as to those which are not 
benefitted or go worse for the surgical interference, 
_.or work sound for varying periods and go lame 
again, I then resort to external plantar or ulnar 
neurectomy and find that many so treated work for 
years and probably crack up from the infirmities 
of old age or other causes. 

Ulnar neurectomy per se, I have no experience 
of, and anterior tibial has not been attended with 
good results in my hands—if the wrong branches 
are divided paralysis always follows. 

Lameness arising from knee or hock spavin in 
my experience is not relieved by any neurectomy. 

A horse on his toe from contracted tendons soon 
breaks down after the posterior tibial operation, and 
so does the patient ae sprained tendon in the 
sesamoid region. 

Of all the bad subjects for neurectomy, (and I 
admit they are easier to detect when untoward symp- 
toms have appeared), a horse which has had lamini- 
tis in any form or degree is the very worst, and the 
feet invariably come off, especially after the plantar 
operation. Every divided nerve develops a “node” 
or neuroma, and in a very short time, too. If Mr. 


* April 9th, p. 663. 


Allan and others examine their patients they will 
find this statement correct. -I bave no faith in 
lameness arising from this supposed cause. 

A. R. RouTLenee, F.R.C.v.8. 


TWO UNCOMMON CYSTS. 


The chief varieties of cysts encountered in 
veterinary practice are two— 

1. Hydatid, 

2. Retention cysts—caused by closure of gland 

ducts. 

The definition that a cyst is an abnormal closed 
cavity with a wall of fibrous tissue lined by epithe- 
lium with fluid or semi-fluid contents, is good 
although not complete, as the following short notes 
on cases will show. : 

A Gasgous Cyst. 


In the beginning of 1908 a whippet was brought 
to me with a swelling on the neck, the size of a 
walnut, situated about two inches above the jugular 
vein. The swelling was hard and freely movable 
under the skin. 

The hair was clipped from the part, and grasping 
the “ tumour” an excision was being made through 
the skin, when there was a “ pop” and the swelling 
had gone. 

After a little trouble I was able to remove the 
lining wall of the cyst. The ease did wel!, and in 
March of this year the patient was seen and there 
has been no recurrence. The client was as much 
astonished as myself when the swelling dis- 
appeared. 

he gas had nosmell, and it would be interesting 
to know its nature, and whether the running pro- 
pensity of the dog had anything to do with the 
“circumscribed emphysema.” 


An IMPLANTATION Cyst. 


While inspecting meat I recently came across a 
specimen of this variety of cyst. 

The carcase in which the specimen was found 
was that of an aged white cow that at some distant 
date had had her 5th and 6th right ribs fractured in 
their lower thirds. 

The cyst was situated about two inches above the 
seat of fracture, and was firmly adherent to the 
chest wall. Externally it was greyish, and had the 
appearance of a large flat lymphatic gland. It was 
surrounded by a deposit of fat. In circumference 
it was 104 inches, length 3 inches, and width 24 
inches. It weighed nearly three ounces. A large 
number of white bairs and a brown, firm, cheesy 
substance were found enclosed within a thick fibrous 
capsule. 

t is possible that at the time of the ribs being 
fractured some of the skin and sebaceous glands 
were pushed into the chest, or the cow (or her calf), 
while the wound was open, had licked the hair into 
the wound. Such cysts are not often recorded and 
text books do not mention them. Traumatism was 
the most likely cause. 

The term “ Dermal cyst’ would serve well for 
this variety. 

W. J. YounG, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 
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PATENT TRACHEA TUBE AND RETRACTOR. 
By James Wess, F.R.c.v.s., Windsor. 
This trachea tube is intended for permanent. wearing. 


Its advantages are as follows : It is simple, light, neat, 
and almost invisible ; is practically in one piece, is self- 


windpipe and the skin, so as to fit any horse without 
pinching the tissues in those having a thick neck, nor is 
there any unsightly pieten of the tube beyond the 
skin in a thin necked horse. There are no flanges or 
flaps extending up or down the interior of the windpipe 


to irritate the parts and impede the passage of air. 
The tube never requires taking out after it is once in- 


retaining, and without any external fastenings. There | serted, doing-away with the nuisance of taking it out to 

is only a narrow ring to be seen outside, and this lies | clean and reinserting it. A piece of wet flannel is all 

flat against the skin, and the tube portion can be - | that is required to clean the tube. The cut edges of the 

lated according to the thickness of tissue between the | two rings of the windpipe cannot curl inward, and 


— cannot grow around the opening inside the windpipe. 
he small portion of the trachea tube that is within the windpipe 
exactly corresponds in shape with the interior of the windpipe. 

-The retractor is an improvement upon existing ones, having 
double hooks which hold the skin and subcutaneous tissues apart 
better than those with single hooks. A full description of the 
operation for inserting Webb's Trachea Tube is given with each 
instrument. 


agents. 


Messrs. Arnold,and Sons, West Smithfield, London, are the sole 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Gastric ANTHRAX. 


In human beings anthrax generally appears as 
an external disease in the form of the malignant 
pustule. Internal anthrax is usually observed as a 

ulmonary infection ; in rare cases an alimentary 
infection has been admitted. The occurrence of a 
primary gastric anthrax in human beings is denied 
hy many investigators, who hold that anthrax 
bacilli are destroyed in the stomachs of men and 
dogs in from a quarter to half-an-hour. Baum- 
garten holds the opinion that anthrax bacilli are 
rendered harmless by the acid gastric juice. The 
resistant spores are not pathogenic as such, and the 
bacilli developing from them are destroyed in the 
gastric juice. 

Dr. Julius Stein now records (Zentralbl. f. Bakt 
u.s.w.) a case of anthrax of especial interest, in a 
workman who had been engaged in the preparation 
of horsehair in a manufactury. Tbe borsehair was 
chiefly of Russian, origin. 

Cases of anthrax had been repeatedly observed in 
this manufactory, and in one previous case the 
bacilli and spores had been demonstrated in the 
horsebair. 

In the present case, it transpired that the work- 
man who died of anthrax had disobeyed instruc- 
tions by using undisinfected material, and had been 


accustomed to take his meals in the workroom with 
unwashed hands. 

On the ground of these facts, and of the care- 
fully ascertained anatomical, historical, and bac- 
teriological conditions, Stein considers himself justi- 
fied in regarding the case as one of primary bron- 
chial and gastric anthrax. His view is that the 
anthrax spores were introduced partially with the 
inspired air, and partially with the food, and germi- 
nating in a bronchus and in the stomach, caused 
infection at both places.—Berliner Tier. Woch. 


[Post-mortem details are not stated in the ab- 
stract at my disposal, but the admission of a pri- 
mary gastric infection is worth noting. I fancy the 
importance of the hands as media of alimentary 
infection is more generally recognised by medical 
men now than was the case a few years ago.— 
TRANSL.) 


A Case or TuBERCULAR PERICARDITIS. 


Pecherot records (Journal de Méd. Vét.) the case 
of an eight-years-old mastiff, which for about a 
month had shown excessive dilatation of the abdo- 
men. He respired with greatdifficulty, the mouth 
remaining constantly open, and the tongue pen- 
dant. During the day he assumed the sitting atti- 
tude by preference ; occasionally, when sitting, he 
suddenly flexed the fore limbs and came down 
heavily. 

Upon examination of the abdomen, true fluctua- 
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tion was not perceived. Percussion yielded a 
tympanic sound over a mat surface on the left side 
of the body, which aroused the suspicion of a very 
dilated stomuch. The sheath was very cedema- 
tous. 

Neither palpation nor auscultation of the thoracic 
walls iam the contractions of the heart. Per- 
cussion, however, revealed the existence of a con- 
siderable zone of dullness, surpassing the normal 
area of cardiac dullness. Within this zone the 
vesicular murmur was imperceptible to ausculta- 
tion ; and when the dog sat down the area of dull- 
ness seemed to be slightly displaced backwards. 
The sounds of the heart could be auscultated in 
front of the thorax, but only with difficulty. 

The dog constantly s or sat (now never lying 
down) with the fore limbs wide apart, the elbows 
abducted, and the body very “saddle backed.” 

Pericarditis was diagnosed, and the pericardium 
was punctured. An orange-yellow exudate was 
withdrawn which, after standing in a glass, separa- 
ted into two layers—the upper one clean, the lower 
thick and turbid. Microscopical examination of the 
lower layer revealed a great number of mono- 
nuclear leucocytes, mixed with numerous endothe- 
lial cells in a state of granular fatty degeneration. 
Polynuclear cells were not abundant, and the cytc- 
diagnosis of pericarditis of tubercular origin was 


made. 

The daily administration of # grain of digitalis 
and 15 grains of potassium nitrate for a few days 
caused distinct improvement, and the animal 
breathed more easily. In about a fortnight, how- 
ever, the symptoms became aggravated afresh. 
A voluminous engorgement of the limbs appeared ; 
a venous pulse was perceptible at the jugulars; 
the respiration again became very disturbed, a dry, 
low, fitful cough appeared, and emaciation increased. 
The dog was then destroyed. 

Post-mortem, the thorax was found filled with a 
citron-yellow liquid analogous to that previously 
obtained by puncture. he pleura was covered 
with granulations of tubercular origin, which were 
hen upon the front of the diaph- 

‘ e lungs presented, here and there, cen- 
tres of caseo-calcareous broncho-pneumonia. 

The pericardium was represented by a shapeless 
mass, difficult to define. It was thick, yellowish, 
and covered with tubercular granulations. It 
adhered firmly to the diaphragm behind, and was 
confounded in front with the mass of tracheo- 
bronchial lymphatic glands, which were hyper- 
tropbied and undergoing caseo-calcareous degenera- 
tion. When an incision was made to reveal the 
heart, about 7-8ths of a pint of orange-yellow 
exudate escaped. Internally the pericardium was 
adberent tothe hearttwo places, viz., anteriorly in the 
neighbourhood of the auriculo-ventricular groove, 
and again at the apex of the heart on its left side. 
The heart itself showed lesions of mitral and 
tricuspid endo-carditis. 

The stomach was, as had been surmised, con- 
siderably dilated. The liver was voluminous, 
undergoing granular fatty degeneration, and also 
presented some yellowish granulations varying 


from the size of a millet-seed to that of a pigeon’s 
egg. Incised, these nodules gave exit to a rather 
considerable quantity of caseous material, in which 
a small number of Koch’s bacilli were demonstrated 
by Ziehl’s staining method. 

The kidneys were affected with chronic tubercular 
nephritis. The mediastinal, mesenteric, and lumbar 
lymphatic glands all presented, in a more or less 
accentuated degree, traces of caseo-calcareous 
degeneration.— Annales de Méd. Vét. 


A ConTRIBUTION TO THE Stupy or Ewnzooric 
CrREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS OF THE Horse. 


Joest and Degen bave published (Zettschrift fir 
Infections Krankheiten, Parasitiéire Krankhewten 
und Hygiene der Hanotiere) a preliminary note of 
their researches into the histological alterations of 
the central nervous system in borses suffering from 
infectious cerebro-spinal meningitis. By aid of the 
modified Mann’s staining (as it is employed for the 
demonstration of the Negri bodies in rabies) they 
were able to demonstrate small bodies, intra- 
nuclearly situated, and distinguished by a pro- 
nounced affinity for eosin, in the large ganglionic 
cells of the hippocampus. . 

These bodies were observed exclusively in the 
nucluei of the ganglionic cells ; their number varied, 
sometimes reaching, but never exceeding six ; they 
were constant in shape, being always spherical. 

In the view of the authors these bodies can only 
be either the product of a special alteration of the 
cell or foreign bodies which have penetrated the 
cell and nucleus from without. 

Twenty-seven horses affected with infectious cere- 
bro-spinal meningitis were histologically examined : 
and in twenty-four of these—therefore in 88-9 per 
cent.—the existence of these intra-nuclear bodies 
could be demonstrated. Two of the three negative 
cases did not appear to be typical cases of the 
disease. 

In eight horses, which were either healthy or 
suffering from diseases other than cerebro-spinal 
meningitis, the intra-nuclear bodies were not 
demonstrable. 

The bodies therefore seem to represent a charac- 
teristic microspic appearance in this disease ; but 
whether they stand in etiological relation to it 
cannot yet be said. Further investigations are in 
progress. — (Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The ordinary monthly meeting was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square on Thursday, April 7. Mr. T. Salusbury 
Price, ident, occupying the chair. The following 
Fellows and visitors signed the attendance book :— 
Messrs. P. W. Dayer Smith, Ainsworth Wilson, R. J. 
Foreman, Prof. G. H. Wooldrige, Sidney Villar, W. 8. 
Mulvey, Sydney H. Slocock, J. Willett, Prof. F. Hob- 
day, Henry Gray, N. Almond, W. Perryman, James 
Rowe, W. Roger Clarke, F. W. Willett, A, E. Willett, 
A. L. Butters, Capt. C. H. H. Jolliffe, G. H. Livesey, 
F. O. L. Walpole, A. L. Wilson, Prof. J. Macqueen, 


R. F. Wall, Wm: Hunting, F. 0. Parsons, J. W. Mc 
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Intosh, J. B. Hare, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. 
Secretary. 

Visitors: Messrs. W. W. Smart, G. A. Herron, A. J. 
Siddall, R. Rutherford, Prof. W. Owen Williams, 
J. F. McDonald, G. Gordon, and T. D. Young. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters were announced from the following : Messrs. 
C. Roberts and E. Lionel Stroud regretting their in- 
ability to be present, and a letter from Col. Blenkinsop 
also regretting that he was not able to attend the meet- 
ing and expressing the pleasure it would have given him 
to support Mr. Mulvey’s resolution with regard to the 
exportation of horses. 

‘rom Dr. A. Theiler a —s “The Veterinary Bac- 
Laborarories” (Transvaal Department of 
Agriculture). 

NOMINATION. 

Mr. T. D. Youne, M.R.c.v.s., Ferndale, Loampit 
Hill, Lewisham, S.E., was nominated for Fellowship, 
and will come up for election at the next meeting. 


Morsip SPECIMENS. 


Mr. ArnswortH Witson exhibited two specimens, 
one a large portion of the occipital bone removed from 
a case of poll-evil in a four-year-old Shire mare, who 
foaled in May last and was supposed shortly afterwards 
to have hurt her head. In the autumn she was put to 
work, and it was noticed she carried her head rather 
stiffly. When he first saw her, four months ago, there 
was great tumefaction over the region of the poll, The 
skin was intact, but her head was carried stiffly and 
rather low. He found two portions of the ligamentum 
nuchz were necrotic, one centre being situated over the 
third cervical and the other over the atlas. A good por- 
tion of the supra-occipital bone and occipital bone 
generally was also affected. Treatment was conducted 
energetically, with the result that the mare was now at 
work and doing very well. 

A stricture of the small intestine in a hunter. He 
came across the specimen in making a post-mortem of 
the horse on a farm where anthrax existed. The carcase 
had already been opened on arrival. There was a dis- 
tinct loop of the bowel seven feet from the stomach, and 
just where it joined the distal portion of the small intes- 
tine the diameter was reduced to about that of a lead 
pencil. The case belonged to a neighbouring practitioner, 
who wrote that he attended the horse on Janury 11th. 
It had been in great pain all the night, constantly paw- 
ing with its fore feet, profusely sweating, and with a 
temperature of 104° aa a coal rapid pulse. He was 
easier next day, but occasionally showed attacks of pain. 
During the next three days he was dull and off his 
feed and then appeared to recover, but would never eat 
the proper allowance of corn. On the 27th January he 
had another attack of gripes which quickly yielded to 
treatment. The last attack took place on February 22, 
the main symptoms being profuse sweating, very small] 
and rapid pulse, quick breathing, temperature 105°, 
running down towards the end. He was found ill 
about four in the morning and died at noon on the 
next day. 

Mr. J. B. Hare exhibited a tumour removed from the 
tongue of a horse, and stated that it was the fourth time 
such a tumour had been removed from the same horse. 
Six years ago he saw the horse and was told it was off 
its feed, and it was thought his teeth were ragged. It 
was a grey Canadian horse, used in omnibus work, and 
it certainly looked as if some of its teeth might have 
been wrong. The teeth were rasped and the horse 
taken into the infirmary to pick up a bit. Three or four 
days later the horse was unable to feed or drink, saliva 
was hanging from its mouth, and the manger was full of 


half masticated hay. It was at once observed there was 
a tumour on the posterior part of the tongue, and the 
horse was chloroformed and the tumour removed. Sir 
John M‘Fadyean examined it and pronounced it to be 
a myxoma, and said that it would very likely recur, and 
the present tumour was the fourth that had been re- 
moved from the same . There was a nasty wound 
left in the tongue, but the horse immediately commenced 
to eat, and made up rapidly and went to work. 

Mr. LivEsEy said some time ago he was asked to see 
a small cat to see if there was anything wrong with it, 
but careful examination failed to show anything the 
matter. The servant who brought the animal said the 
owner was a little bit uneasy, as several people in the 
house had something the matter with their skin. He 
overhauled the animal again to see if he could find an 
trace of skin disease, but could find no trace although 
he searched very carefully, particularly on the head and 
neck and between the toes. He therefore gave the 
animal a clean bill of health and sent him away. As the 
cat was particularly pretty he showed it to several 

ple in his own house. About three weeks later he 
ad a little irritation on his arm which was ultimately 
diagnosed by a dermatologist as tinea circinata, and two 
other members of his family were attacked with the 
same disease. The doctor thought it must have been 
caught from some animal, but although every animal on 
the place was examined they were found quite free from 
ringworm. Then the doctor told him that about a fort- 
night ago he had seen a very pretty little cat which had 
undoubtedly tinea, although it had been seen by a 
veterinary surgeon and given a clean bill of health. He 
told the doctor he believed it was the cat he had seen, 
explained the circumstances, and it turned out to be the 
same cat. The doctor said that as far as he could see 
the cat was healthy, but by plucking out some of the 
hairs round the back of the ears he found that about 
one in forty had a small sheath of what appeared to be 
microsporon, which was both inside and outside the 
sheath. Some notes given to him by the doctor showed 
that he was first called to see three patients, all with 
tinea circinata, a acute and exceptionally rapid 
spreading. He found out the origin because the kitten 
was nursed by all three and by no other member of the 
household. The kitten showed no signs beyond the 
sheaths on the hairs and slight scurf behind the ears. 
The cat was sent to the donor who gave it to the doc- 
tor’s family, who in turn sent it to her veterinary sur- 
geon, who in turn kept it for three weeks under exam- 
ination and declared it to be healthy. It was then sent 
to another household where a child developed tinea 
tonsurans, and several others tinea circinata. He 
thought the case showed the necessity for very great 
care before giving a certificate that an animal was free 
from disease. The case was to be brought by the doc- 
tor before the Dermatological Society. 

Mr. ArinswortH WILSON asked whether any lesions 
afterwards developed on the cat. 

Mr. Livesey said that only four weeks could be 
accounted for, and during that time there was no regular 
sign of ringworm. He had heard in a roundabout wa 
that the cat was given to a charwoman in a bac 
street. 

Mr. Rowe thought it was a remarkable case. He 
mentioned that only two days ago a cat had been sent to 
him by two maiden ladies. The cat had a chronic cough 
and bad cold, and the owners were afraid it might have 
incipient diphtheria. He could find nothing the matter 
with the animal, and assumed that it had swallowed 
some hair. He thought great care had to be exercised 
in giving an opinion, especially as the practitioner had 
to consider the owner as well as the animal. 

Mr. Gray said he could not accept the evidence that 
the cat was the cause of the ringworm. It was a common 


thing in cats for the hair to become loosened or die and 
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undergo changes, and it was quite possible that the hairs 
were affected with a common parasite. 

Prof. ALMonD thought it was a pity the animal could 
not have been retained under observation. With re- 
= to the difficulty of diagnosis, he mentioned that a 

riend of his who had a son thought the boy had ring- 
worm and sent him to a medical attendant. The medi- 
eal man could detect nothing, but sent some of the hairs 
to a specialist who found fungus, and said the boy was 
suffering from ringworm. The boy was under treatment 
for six months, kept from school and from his ordinary 
companions, and happening to visit the house he exam- 
ined the boy’s head very carefully and was surprised to 
hear there had been no further evidence of the disease 
than existed at that time. He gave it as his opinion 
that the boy was not suffering from ringworm, and that 
the boy should be sent to school and no further notice 
taken of it. That was done and nothing had happened 
since. He did not know whether it was a case of mis- 
taken diagnosis or not. 

Prof. Hoppay said that he had recently had an in- 
stance of the existence of ringworm in a couple of dogs 
and human beings in the same house. The dogs were 
setters, well known in the show world, and were sent to 
him for an opinion regarding skin trouble, which turned 
out to be ringworm and yielded to treatment fairly 
readily. A few days later a well known doctor came to 
see him and said that the owner (a lady), her daughter, 
one of the maids, and a maid in the next house were 
affected with ringworm, and they were the people who 
had been in the habit of petting the dogs. hether the 
dogs got it from the og or the people from the dogs 
was never quite decided. The disease yielded much 
more readily to treatment in the animals than in the 
human — One of the dogs was in the habit of 
sleeping in the lady’s bedroom, and that lady had ring- 
worm on various parts of her body. 

Mr, Rowe said in the early days of the Society, Dr. 
Fleming narrated a case where a whole battalion of 
two hundred or more soldiers were suffering from ring- 
worm which was at last traced to a dead mouse found 
on the premises. 

Mr. Stpney VILuaR said it was a matter of common 
knowledge that ringworm would spread from cats to the 
human subject. He. had a recollection of a cat which 
lay on a horse affected with ringworm and itself became 
affected with ringworm, which it communicated to the 
little boy of the groom, who nursed the cat, and also 
his own boy who nursed the cat was affected. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said the communication was such an 
extraordinary one that he remained sceptical, notwith- 
standing the explanation. He could unnderstand ring- 
worm on a cat being transmitted to the human subject, 
but he could not understand the cat on examination 
failing to show lesions of ringworm, and yet able to 
transmit the disease to the human subject. The answer 
might be that the disease was only in the incipient 
stage in the cat, but the cat was kept under observation 
for about four weeks and some visible lesion might be 
expected to be seen. He had no doubt that if the 
cat had been affected with any well-known variety of 
ringworm some lesion would have been discovered by 
Mr. Livesey. 

Prof. W. Owen WILLIAMs said there were things that 
no man understood, and Mr. Livesey’s case might be 
one of them. There was a famous cook in America who, 
though in seeming good health, went from situation to 
situation communicating typhoid fever to the family, 
and she was known as the typhoid cook. The organ- 
isms were found whenever they made an examination of 
her excreta. She had become such a serious danger to 
the populace that recently they had sent her to a par- 
ticular island where she was to remain until she was 
absolutely free from the organisms. She was a case of a 
bearer of a disease which did not exhibit itself in the 


bearer, and it was quite possible the kitten might have 
we the spores of ringworm without being affected 
itself. 

Mr. Livesey said he had simply narrated an experi- 
ence that had occurred to him. He saw the cat only 
once, and after that all the information came to him 
secondhand, and he had sufficient faith in the evidence 
to believe there was something in it. The whole matter 
would be threshed out before the Dermatological Society 
and probably more light would be thrown upon it. 

Mr. Rowe presented some old illustrations of cattle 
plague which he thought might be interesting to young 
members. 

Mr. R. F. Watt showed the skull of a Manchester 
terrier, six years old, which was brought to him on 
account of sickness and inability to masticate. When 
he grasped the nose the bones of the superior maxilla 
gave way under his hand, and the bones of the skull 
were quite soft. He advised its destruction. 


ExportaTiIon oF Decrepir Horses. 


Mr. W. S. Mutvey moved, “That this Central 
Veterinary Society sympathises with the efforts of 
various public bodies in trying to diminish the cruelty 
to horses in their transmission abroad for the purpose 
of food.” He said the reports and letters that had ap- 
peared in the public press no doubt exaggerated the 
cruelty, but ex rated or not they had created a great 
stir which would result in the re-organisation and the 
supervision of the trade, and it was to see that veteri- 
nary surgeons should have their proper place in the new 
scheme that he brought the motion forward. That 
there was a contideneliae amount of cruelty there was no 
doubt from the number of convictions, which in 1904 
were 68, in 1905, 91; 1906, 92; 1907, 87; 1908, 97; 
and 37 up to the Ist July, 1909. A large number of 
horses were exported every year to Belgium alone, 
amounting in 1907 to 25,295, while to Holland in the 
same year the number was 19,197. The trade was a 
fairly lucrative one, and it would be a great pity if 
hysterical sentiment should stop it altogether. He 
thought it might easily be placed on a proper footing by 
every horse exported having a certificate of a duly quali- 
fied veterinary surgeon saying it was fit to travel. Any 
horse not fit to travel might be killed at the port and the 
carcase inspected by a veterinary meat inspector. At 
the present time Belgium would not accept horse meat 
because there was no proper supervision, but if it was 
properly inspected and labelled they would no doubt 
accept it. 

Prof. Hoppay seconded the resolution, believing that 
veterinary surgeons ought always to take a prominent 
part in endeavouring to get any cruelty stopped. The 
first question was whether cruelty did exist. Emphati- 
cally he believed that cruelty did exist, and that very 
great cruelty had existed in the past. As to its exist- 
ence now he thought there was still great room for im- 
provement, and that they could help forward the good 
work which was being Boa by Capt. Revill and the 
other inspectors of the Board of Agriculture. Neither 
in the number of decrepit horses nor in the cruelty to 
horses was the traffic anything like it was even a few 
months ago, and this was largely due to the tact of Capt. 
Revill and the steps the Board of Agriculture had 
recently taken. Many of the ships had been refitted 
under Capt. Rivell’s directions, and could now be 
favourably compared with most Government troop- 
thips. A short time ago he was one of a deputation sent 
over to Holland and Belgium to investigate the traffic, 
and he could say that the cruelty did not exist on the 
other side to any greater an extent than it existed in 
Great Britain. In Holland the horses sent for food were 
always slaughtered, and from the time they landed 
until this was done they were accompanied by two 
policemen whose duty it was to see that the tions 

~ 


\ 


4 


avy 
i 
i 
. 
| 
tH 
thy 
| 
| 


oF 


s 


os 


April 23, 1910 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


were adhered to. Any horse which in the opinion of 
the veterinary inspector was not fit to travel was p 
in one of the wagons which were provided for the trans- 
rt of such horses. The laws regarding the veterinary 
inspection of horses in Holland were very rigid, owing 
to the fact that no glanders had existed there for the 
t fifteen years, except in imported horses. In Belgium 
orses — be walked from town to town, but in 
Holland they had, by law, to be taken by rail or wagons. 
He had himself eaten horse flesh, and saw no reason 
against it, as no animal was a cleaner feeder than a 
horse, and the sailors on the ships told him that the 
preferred it to the cow beef they got in Holland or Bel- 
gium. It behoved the veterinary profession to impress 
upon the Government the necessity for the rigorous en- 
forcement of the regulations already in existence, which 
were quite sufticient to deal with the thing if efficiently 
carried out. He thought that the Prevention of Cruelty 
Societies in England and the police should not confine 
their attention alone to the towns, but should see what 
was going on in the country, especially on farms. He 
advocated efficient veterinary inspection at the actual 
port of embarcation. No horse unfit tostand the voyage 
should be allowed to be sent, and no ship allowed to 
start when there was a prospect of a rough passage. 
One line of steamships had, to his certain knowledge, 
given its captains strict instructions not to start in 
rough weather, and if rough weather was encountered to 
make for harbour at once. In his inspection he had 
been struck by the better state of the horses coming 
from the Port of London, and, althongh he did not know 
the reason at the time, he had subsequehtly discovered 
that this was due to the efficient veterinary inspection 
made at the London quays. 

Mr. Mutvey read an extract from a speech by the 
Duke of Portland to the effect that if the regulations 
existing were put into force a better state of things 
brought about. 

Prof. Hoppay said it was very important to a small 
man if he could get £2 to £5 for his horses. He was 
practically compelled by necessity to take as much 
money as he could get, and he had to be considered in 
the discussion of the question. 

Mr. SMART said it had occurred to him the Society 
might like some clear indication, from a veterinary 
surgeon who was somehat intimately connected with the 
traftic, as to the conditions under which it had been 
carried out, and was now carried out, and also to learn 
what the Board of Agriculture was doing in the matter. 
He mentioned the subject to Sir Thomas Elliott, Sec- 
retary of the Board of Agriculture, who concurred in his 
attending the meeting and placing the facts of the case, 


- so far as they were known to the Board, before the 


Society. The Board had received reports from time to 
time from their lay inspectors, who for several years past 
had occasionally made voyages on the ships, with the 
object of seeing that the fittings of the ship were in 
order and that the animals were properly fed and watered 
during the voyage. These inspectors were allotted cer- 
tain stations where they remained for some years, and 
it was quite likely they became known to the persons 
mahal in the trade, and that during the particular 
voyage when they were on board the horses were better 
attended to than at other times. The Board also re- 
ceived information that horses not in a fit condition to 
endure the voyage. were shipped from time to time, and 
some rather disquieting information as to the treatment 
of horses on the other side was also brought to the notice 
of the Board. In February, 1909, he received instruc- 
tions from the Assistant Secretary of the Board to visit 
all the ports, to see exactly what the local authorities 
were doing as to administering the Exportation of 
Horses Order of 1898, and to report to the rd. 


carrying out the provisions with the various local 
authorities. When that Order was first passed it was 
assumed by the Board that the local authorities would 
place the inspection of the horses in the hands of veter- 
Inary surgeons, presumably their local inspectors. When 
he went to the various ports he found there was no uni- 
formity in the way in which the Order was being ad- 
ministered, At a few of the ports the veterinary in- 
spector of the local authority was inspecting horses be- 
fore shipment ; at some of the other ports they were in- 
specte1 on behalf of the shipping companies by a 
veterinary surgeon in the employment of the company ; 
in other cases there was a comic opera sort of py 
ment by which the veterinary surgeon was paid a fee 
for inspecting the horses he as fit for shipment, 
but was not paid any fee for the horses he rejected as 
unfit for shipment. At some other ports a perfunctory 
inspection was made by the police. He inspected many 
of the ships and found the fittings in some of them were 
not all that could be desired. He saw many of the 
horses before shipment, and witnessed some very dis- 
tressing sights, a large number of horses being presented 
for shipment that ought never to have been presented, 
and several were shipped that never should have been 
shipped. In his report to the Board, amongst other 
things, he suggested that they should take over the 
supervision of the traftic themselves, taking it out of the 
hands of the local authorities. That the rd did not 
see their way to do, but they decided to appoint an 
officer especially to supervise the traffic, and they were 
very fortunate in having in Mr. Revill an officer suited 
to the work. Mr. Revill has had large experience in a 
country practice, and in a remount station in South 
Africa, as well as experience of voyages with troop 
horses. His duties consisted in going round to the 
various ports, conferring with the veterinary surgeons 
employed in inspecting the horses theré, seeing the cases 
they were stopping and the cases they were allowing to 
be shipped, and pointing out certain cases he thought 
they ought to stop, and the general lines on which they 
ought to work. He also interviewed the owners or 
agents of the ship, and was instrumental in getting a 
good deal of alteration in the fittings, and better pro- 
visions for food and water. He found there was no 
accommodation provided on board for the slaughter of 
horses during the voyage. The crew had very crude 
notions of giving the Come anything like proper atten- 
tion, and ‘the slings provided for rough weather were 
very badly fitted—and a badly fitted sling was worse 
than no sling at all, even on land. In 1909 the Convey- 
ance of Horses Order was pene, ovens for the 
non-carriage by land of unfit horses. e railway com- 
nies under that Order were liable if they eonveyed 
orses in an unfit state. He believed that all the 
railway companies engaged in the traffic had issued in- 
structions to station masters where the bulk of the 
horses were collected not to accept for carriage to a port 
any horse that was obviously lame or diseased, and in 
some cases the railway companies insisted on the horse 
being accompanied by a veterinary certificate as to fit- 
ness for travel. Mr. Revill also visited Antwerp, 
Rotterdam and Ghent, and made an unfavourable re- 
ort as to the way in which the horses were treated. 
here had been considerable correspondence with the 
Belgian authorities, and the latest information was that 
the Municipal authorities and the Belgian Government 
had decided to erect stables and abattoirs adjacent to 
the quays. 
He looked upon the traffic as perfectly legitimate if 
properly conducted, because if people desired to eat our 
old horses there was no reason why they should not 
have them. The Board felt that the legislation at pre- 
sent in existence, if efficiently carried out, was sufficient 
to do away with cruelty. The Board were always ve 


The Exportation of Horses Order, 1 ereee for the 
proper treatment of horses en route, and left the duty of 
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comed any suggestions of a practical nature. With re- 
gard to examination by veterinary surgeons prior to 
shipment, the Board urged very strongly on all the 
Local Authorities at the ports to place the inspection in 
the hands of veterinary inspectors, and in the majority 
of cases that was now done. There were one or two 
ports even now where the arrangements in this respect 
were not satisfactory, but they were being fast brought 
into line. On visiting the ports in January he was much 
surprised to see the wonderful improvement that had 
been made within the previous six months, and he 
thought the time was not far off when knacker horses 
would be carried with just as much comfort as race 

horses or any other horses crossing the Nerth Sea. 

It is impossible to avoid occasional losses and a cer- 
tain amount of accidental cruelty. The suggestion that 
shipping should be prohibited during rough weather 
was an excellent suggestion but very difficult to carry 
out. In one or two cases the Companies would not ship 
horses when there was a probability of bad weather, an 
all the Companies had issued orders to the Captains to 
“lay the ship to” in rough weather and save the horses 


suffering. 

The Board was not anxious to duplicate legislation 
until the regulations at present in force had had a good 
trial. He had seen at the Custom House Quay on 
Saturday thirty-two horses shipped for Rotterdam, every 
one of which, as a veterinary surgeon he should have 
certified as fit for work; and on the previous day at 
Mark Brown’s Wharf he saw fifteen or sixteen knacker 
horses and about the same number of “ trade” horses, 
and a good many of the “knacker” horses were in his 
opinion quite as able to work and actually of more value 

n some of the “trade” horses. 

Mr. Youne, the Veterinary Inspector for the City of 
London, said that every horse leaving the City of London 
Wharves was examined by a veterinary surgeon, and 
no animal was allowed to go unless it was thought fit 
to arrive at its destination in condition. He thought 
the present arrangement of the crew attending to horses 
on board was not satisfactory, as in rough weather their 
first duty was to look after the ship, and they could:not 
attend to the horses and the ship at the same time. 
Nevertheless, in justice to the owners of the Batavier 
line of steamers I must say that they render the Cor- 
poration Inspectors every assistance. 

Mr. Herron said that as the principal veterinary in- 
spector for nearly all the shipping companies in London 
he could thoroughly endorse Mr. Smart’s and Mr. 
Young’s remarks. A certain amount of cruelty had ex- 
isted, and probably always would in connection with the 
traffic, buf the shipping companies in London had used 
every ble enndeavour to carry out the instructions 
issued by the Board of Agriculture and by the London 
County Council. The returns recently published in the 
Daily Mail proved that the examination was pretty 
rigorous and the percentage of rejections comparatively 
small. Out of 9830 horses shipped by the Batavier line 
145 rejections were made, a very small percentage. 75 
per cent, of the horses shipped were really sound ani- 
mals, capable of working. Even in early years, when 
the restrictions were not so stringent as to-day, the 
percentage was far below what the papers led one to 
expect in the recently published reports. The fittin 
of the ships were very good, and the care of the animals 
during the The rule followed at 
Mark Brown’s was to stop all vessels at South- 
end if wind from North East to West was blowing. The 
sea was only something about seven hours, so 
that there was very little rough sea during the time the 
animals were on board. The captains had instructions 
immediately to destroy an animal that happened to be 
in any way exposed to suffering. A great number of 

orses were found to travel much more pleasantly with- 
out slings, although slings were provided for every 


horse. In conclusion, he said he thought the London 
traffic had been carried on very humanely for very man 
years now, and he believed that Captain Revill wou 
would agree that everything had been done by the 
shipping companies to carry out every instruction he 
had _ issued. 

Mr. J. WitteTr asked Mr. Smart when the Board 
of Agriculture would issue their report, as something 
was needed to allay the hysterical movement through- 
out the country. would soon be danger- 
ous to walk a lame horse in London 200 yards for 
fear of being stopped. Within the last few days he had 
had two experiences. One horse of the value of £50 
suffering from a cracked heel was sent to be examined, 
but he had not moved 20 yards from the stables before 
some gentleman stopped him and sent for a_ policeman, 
and threatened if the horse was moved another step he 
would give the man in charge, as he knew it was going 
to be sent to the Continent. 

Mr. Smart said there would be a pretty full report in 
the forthcoming annual report of the Board of Agricul- 
ture for 1909. 

Mr. W. Huntine said the Society had heard from 
three veterinary surgeons who had personal experience 
of this traffic that there was extremely little cruelty in 
connection with it. What was the evidence on the 
other side? The real history of all the fuss was that 
one of the magistrates at the Thames Police Court at 
the very commencement of this traffic publicly ex- 
aca his intention of putting a stop to it. He did 

is worst, but the traffic went on, and is now large. He 
believed that half the cases brought beforethe magistrates, 
if properly defended would have resulted in no conviction. 
A horse might be put into a cart loaded with half a ton 
of bricks, and he would not be stopped, but if he was 
led and it was suspected that he was going to the docks 
it meant a month without the option of a fine. It was 
a shameful and disgraceful thing to inflict a punishment 
of a month on a poor man who had only led a horse a 
few yards. If the traffic were legally forbidden these 
savage sentences might be justified. As the law allowed 
and ated the traffic, punishment for “cruelty ” 
should be the same whether a horse was being worked 
or being led to the docks for exportation. All the statis- 
tics about dead horses on board related to January and 
February ; none were ever given of the summer voyages: 
As to the photographs of the wretched animals all tied 
in arow, on seeing it he thought what a good lot of 
horses they were. He had no hesitation in saying that 
if 100 troop horses had been sent in the ship on the 
voyage when 30 horses were lost, there would have been 
and nearly the same proportion of healthy horses in- 
jured. 
Mr. Batts said he went over for one of the daily 
pers at the end of May or arene of June, and 
rom what he saw of the horses there he thought the 
outery was much exaggerated. He saw about 280 horses 
landed early in the morning, — gently, in a kind of 
crate, and they all walked off. Numbers of the horses 
were in condition, fat and a Some had 
sloughs in the heels, some had overshot fetlock joints, 
and of course such horses never ought to have been 
shipped from an English port. After being landed the 
horses were paraded through the streets, those that could 
not walk being taken in a wagon, and then went on to 
the abattoir where the people from the outlying districts 
bought what they wanted. He thought 70 per cent. 
of the horses were put to work again. 

Prof. MAcqueEN said he had been approached last 
summer by a newspaper representative to make a trip 
for the pur of giving a bona fide unprejudiced report 
on the traffic, but he refused the appointment. hen 
Prof. Hobday said he had been one of a deputation he 
did not say what was the source of that deputation, and 
he rather understood that it was the Dumb Friends’ 
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League. He was not inclined to accept all that had 
been said against the traffic, and agreed with Mr. Hunt- 
ing almost in toto. He believed the agitation was 

ly e rated, though he did not go as far as Mr. 

jillett and call it hysterical. Was the shipping of a 
horse across the channel cruelty in itself? The majority 
of prosecutions for cruelty in connection with the traffic 
were directed against travelling the animal on the street, 
but he had a distinct recollection of appearing as a wit- 
ness in a case where the horses were oe conveyed in 
a float to the ship ; the Society engaged in the prosecu- 
tion not only objected to the animals being shipped but 
objected to them being conveyed in a float. He reed 
with the first part of the resolution, but should like to 
add something to the effect of “gross exaggeration.” 
The agitation had become contagious, and now, when- 
ever a horse was seen walking slightly lame it was 
assumed he was on his way to the docks, to return 
eventually in the form of sausages. He thought it was 
a mistake for this Society to commit itself to the re- 
solution in its present terms, and should very much like 
to move an amendment, but would be content with the 
inclusion of a clause stating that the agitation had been 
grossly exaggerated. He would be better pleased if the 
resolution was withdrawn altogether. 

Mr. RuTuwervorD gave his experiences of the trans- 
port of horses between Australia and India, when it 
was found that the first thing necessary to their well- 
being in the carrying of horses was to make it incumbent 
on the shipowner to land them alive. If the animal 
was not landed alive no freight was paid for it. This 
Clause in a Charter-party ensured some care in the 
handling of the ship, with resultant comfort of the 
horses, and abundant ventilation was also insisted on. 
The system of slinging was entirely abolished, because 
it was found to be more detrimental than otherwise. 
The horses were given good food and good stall room, 
never less than 30 inches lateral room, and 8ft. to 9ft. 
from the breast to thetail. Alsoa foothold had to 
be given, composed of battens fore and aft and athwart 
ship, with the interstices filled with sand. Sailors made 
— grooms, but in bad weather they had to attend to 
the ship, and therefore it was necessary to send so many 
men with so many horses. There was no doubt some 
pee aps in the outery at present, but also there was 
no doubt there had been cruelty. He had seen cases of 

cruelty, had stopped them himself on the roadside. 

ot te long ago he stopped a horse with tetanus. In 

Leith the question had n well ventilated, and he 

understood every horse was seen by a veterinary sur- 

geon and two cruelty society officers he attended to the 

embarkation, and occasionally there was an officer of 
the Board of Agriculture present. 

Mr. Herron said he could not give the ordinary 
dimensions on board ship, but the stalls were somewhat 
like ordinary stalls on land.* For foothold there were 
crossbars both in front and behind, and for the fixing of 
the slings two cross rods running fore and aft. Feeding 
arrangements were on a most liberal scale, and water 
was given by tanks fixed on the front bar. The Company 
made it imperative on the captains to put in their logs 


(*Since I spoke at the meeting I have ascertained the 
dimensions on board ship. Length of stalls 6ft. 6in. ; 
height 6ft. 6in.; and width 2ft. 8m. I also enclose returns 
of shipments made during the last four years from Mark 
Brown’s Wharf, Tooley Street, S.E. : 


April 1, 1906, to March 31, 1907: Ship 9965 
No record of casualities or rejections recorded. 
April 1, 1907, to March 31, 1908: 9484 
Casualties 24 
April 1, 1908, to March 31, 1909: 6959 
Rejected 31, Casualties 15 


April 1, 1909, to Feb. 28, 1910; 
Rejected 37, 


Casualties 15 


any difficulty in connection with the animals, and two 
special sailors were deputed to attend on the animals. 
They were simply allowed to feel the weight of the sling, 
and there was a rope that could be fixed to make a sort 
of breeching. 

Prof. MacquEEN moved as an amendment: “That 
the Central Veterinary waar & with the 
efforts which have been made by the Board of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries, and local authorities, to diminish the 
cruelty to horses in their transmission abroad for the 
purpose of food, and believes that the trade is now safe- 
guarded in the interests of the horses, and it recog- 
nises that gross exaggeration and much misrepresenta- 
tion have been retailed to the public.” ; 

Mr. W. Huntina seconded the amendment, which 
was supported by Mr. Gray. 

Prof. W. OWEN WILLIAMS suggested that the amend- 
ment should be given a more official appearance by 
stating that the regulations of the Board of Agriculture 
and the Local Authorities were conducing more to the 
welfare of the horses. 

Prof. MAcQUEEN said he was quite ble to that, 

Mr. Mutvey said that if the two worth ” ” and 
“ much ” were taken out he would withdraw his motion 
in favour of the amendment. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN declined, and moved his amendment 
as follows :—“ That this Society s yoy with the 
efforts which are being made by the rd of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries, and local authorities, to diminish 
the cruelty to horses in their transmission abroad for 
the purpose of food ; it believes that the trade is now 
safeguarded in the interest of the horses, and it recog- 
nises that gross ex ration and much misrepresenta- 
tion have been retailed to the public.” 

On the amendment being put it was carried ; and on 
being put as a substantive motion it was agreed to. 

Prof. Wootpripce moved that the report of the 
be sent to the Central News Agency. 

Mr. Livesry seconded the motion, which was carried. 
Mr. Livesey was sorry the words “gross” and “much ” 
had been left in the resolution, because the public would 
think veterinary surgeons were not tender hearted in 
connection with the sufferings of animals. 

Mr. W1LueTr said those who had voted against Prof. 
Macqueen’s amendment would have voted for it if he 
had withdrawn those two words. 

ey MAcQuEEN said he was prepared to take out the 
wo “ 

The word “gross” having been withdrawn from the 
resolution, it was again put in its amended form and 
carried unanimously. 

On the proposition of Mr. Rowe, a vote of thanks was 

to Dr. Theiler for sending a copy of the Veteri- 
nary Bacteriological Laboratories ; to the exhibitors 
of morbid specimens. 

The Hon. Sec. announced that a meeting 
would be held on the 21st April to which London prac- 
titioners would be invited to confer as to the entertain- 
ment to be given in connection with the visit of the 
National Society to London. 


Tue Late Mr. 8. Locke. 


The PkEsIDENT proposed that a vote of condolence 
should be sent to the family of the late Mr. 8. Locke, 
President of the R.C.V.8. This was agreed to by the 
members standing. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Huau A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


meetin 


CoMPENSATION TO A DatryMaN.—The Kirkcaldy 
Town Council has agreed to pay Mr. Forsyth, dairyman, 
compensation amounting to £85, in consequence of his 
premises being closed for forty-three days in connection 
with an outbreak of diphtheria. a 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Anth Mouth Seine Fever 
(including | Counties | Scab. 

Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- [| Out- | Ani- | Animals Out-] Onut- | Slaugh. 
mals. breaks mals. breaks mals.| Attacked fbreaks} breaks. tered * 

Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended April 16 | 28 32 8 8 4 13 211 
1909 ... 31 41 15 73 8 42 585 

Corresponding week in 1908 ... | 16 19 8 40 |Hertford 1 s 37 162 
1907 ... 33 .40 28 50 9 47 240 

“Total for 16 weeks, 1910 oss wee | 404 613 118 | 301 297 359 2837 

wtee|Lanark 2 
: 1909 ... | 454 640 199 | 807 299 470 4464 
Corresponding period in { 1908 ... 389 | 548] 3 | 112 | 252) 870 38 512 | 2528 
1907 ... | 334 444 293 | 674 618 3202 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 19, 1910. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 

IRELAND. . Week ended April9] ... 1 9 191 
1000 2 7 1 7 

Corresponding Week in sal 6 3 98 
Kin | 1907... | 3 4 5 
Total for 15 weeks, 1910 * 4 6 26 269 19 495 
1909 2 2 34 246 10 80 

Corresponding period in {1908 3 6 15 231 48 1102 
1907... 1 2 37 133 42 737 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 13, 1910 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


== 


The Veterinary Staff in New Zealand... 
As aT 3lst Marcu, 1909. 


Headquarters, Wallaceville : ; 
C. J. REAKEs, M.R.c.v.s., Chief Veterinarian. 


Detailed for Field Duty: 


J. G. CLayTon, Christchurch. 

A. R Youns, New Plymouth. 
J. KERRIGAN, Dunedin. 

H. A. Ret, Wellington. 

A. W. Barnes, . Palmerston North. 
C. J. SANDERSON, Auckland G 


Engaged in Meat Inspection : 
A. J. HickMan ) 


H. L. Marsack Auckland. 
C. R. NEALE J 
S. Burton, Gisborne. 
T. G. Lix10o, Hastings. 
D. H. Rarr, Waitara. 
P. M. Epear, Wanganui. 

. G. PALGRAVE, auranga. 
J. R. CHARLTON, 

. D. Brarr, slin 
T. CUNNINGHAM, ome 
F. C. Ropertson, Pareora. 
A. M. Paterson, Timaru. 
W. D. SNowsatt, Dunedin. 
W. T. Sastry, Invercargill. 
G. Broom, Pakipaki. 
G. E. Owen, Ash 


Depar'mental Committee on Swine Fever. 


The President of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries has appointed a Departmental Committee to 
inquire into the cause of the continued prevalence of 
swine fever in Great Britain, and to report whether it 
is practicable to adopt any further measures with a view 
to secure its speedy extirpation. The Committee will be 
constituted as follows: Mr. Grorce L. Courtnops, 
M.P. (Chairman) ; Sir Luxe Wuire, M.P.; Mr. A. W. 
ANSTHRUTHER, C.B., one of the Assistant Secretaries of 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries ; Col. M. Locke 
BuakE, V.D.; Mr. Coarues M. Dovetas, M.A., D.Se. ; 
Mr. Frank W. Garnett, M.R.C.V.S.; Col. CHARLES 
E. Lonemorg, V.D. ; Prof. L. Penpertuy, F.R.C.V.S. ; 
Mr. Stewart Stockman, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary 
Officer of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. Mr. 
P. S. Lawrig, of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
will act as Secretary. 


Mysterious Disease at an Ayrshire Farm. 


A strange disease has been playing havoc amongst the 
Ayrshire cattle on the farm of Dalleagles, New Cum- 
nock, Ayrshire. It was first noticed on 16th November 
last, when a quey stirk being fed on linseed cake was 
attacked, and died after three days’ illness. Other two 
animals went in the same way in December. The next 
ease occurred in February, but this animal recovered. 
In March ten cattle fell ill, and seven of them succumb- 
ed ; and this month one beast was attacked and died in 
twenty-four hours. | 
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The local veterinary surgeons were quite puzzled with 
the outbreak. At first they thought it was lead poison- 
ing, but this was disproved when the stomach of one of 
the beasts was analysed. Then it was called gloss 
anthrax, a trouble that is at present very prevalent on 
the Continent, but has hardly, if ever, been seen in this 
country. The symptoms are most pronounced. At first 
a watery discharge from the eyes is seen, and the white 
of the eye becomes very much inflamed. The tempera- 
ture is 106 to 107. There was a dirty discha rom 
the nose, saliva from the mouth, the animals were 
back arched, and always trying to make water, 
which was tinged with blood. The breathing was 
very quick, and they would take no food. In 
all the cases the nostrils beeame red, and later on an 
eruption a red. This eruption was also seen on the 
mouth, ae looked like an accumulation of small ulcers. 
The breath became very foul, especially on the third 
day, when the animal usually dies. 

The post-mortem examination showed the stomach 
and bowels to be in a state similar to those of an animal 
dying from the effects of a strong irritant poison. The 
windpipe was very badly inflamed and full of bloody 
froth. The throat, mouth, and tongue were in a fearful 
condition, and it was noticed that the blood did not 

late. All classes of stock—stirks, yeld queys, and 
milk cows—were affected. Mr. Watson regards the 
disease as being as bad as rinderpest or pleuro, and it is 
certainly fatal enough, resulting in eleven deaths out of 
fifteen cases. 

Strange as it may seem in these days when so much 
importance is attached to disease among farm animals, 
and when every precaution is taken to prevent its impor- 
tation from abroad, the authorities moved very slowly 
in this case. Several letters tothe Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries brought only *the bald reply that the 
matter was “having our attention.” No precautions 
were taken by the authorities in burying the dead 
animals. They were just ry down in a hole like a 
“braxy” sheep. This would appear to be a serious 


aspect of the case, now that the young cattle are about | P 


to go out tothe grass. But, of course, the disease— 
whatever it may be—is not scheduled, and, no matter 
what are the ultimate consequences, no drastic measures 
are taken to have it stamped out. 

Mr. Beale, M.P., brought the matter before the House 
of Commons, and the answer he received as to the non- 
contagious nature of the malady is interesting in view of 
the facts stated above. Mr. Beale asked the Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Board of Agriculture if his atten- 
tion had been called to the outbreak of a disease, 
believed to be a special form of anthrax, at the farm of 
Dalleagles, in the parish of New Cumnock, Ayrshire, 
and whether inquiries had been made as to the nature 
of the disease and the remedies therefor, and the proper 

recautions to prevent the spreading thereof, or whether 
e would cause inquiries to be made on these subjects 
and publish the information obtained. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Agricul- 
ture (Sir E. Strachey): Our veterinary officers are satis- 
fied that the disease to which my hon. friend refers is 
malignant catarrh, and not anthrax. It is not a disease 
which spreads from farm to farm, and is well known to 
qualified veterinary practitioners. 

It would be interesting to know how the Board diag- 
nosed the trouble. No one representing the Department 
ever visited the farm, if we may leave out of account a 
par 4 policeman. Certainly some parts of the beasts 
were forwarded to the Board’s experts, but this can 
hardly be regarded as satisfactory, and people well 
qualified to judge regard the outbreak as a mysterious 
and deadly contagious disease,—T7'he Scottish Farmer. 


The Normandy Sires. 
To the Editor of the Irish Times. 


Sir,—-At a meeting of the County Armagh Committee — 


of iculture and Technical Instruction, held on the 
22nd paper 1910, a oe of that y was ap- 
pointed to call upon the Vice-President of the Depart- 
ment of iculture, relative to the working of the 
Horse-Breeding Schemes in this county, and to ins 
and iy 0") upon the “ Anglo-Norman Sires,” of which so 
much + mes in the public Press. 

I herewith transmit copy of that Deputation’s report, 
together with the resolution, that was passed at the 
meeting of my Committee on its presentation to-day.— 
I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

T. Huston, Secretary. 


Tue Depuration’s Report. 


Mr. Vice-Chairman and Gentlemen,—We have the 
honour to present the majority report of the members of 
the Deputation appointed by you, who waited upon the 
Vice-Fresident of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction, with a view to lay before him 
ned opinion of the Departmental Horse-Breeding 
Schemes that have been worked in this county since the 
formation of that board. __ 

Arrangements having previously been made to inspect 
the Anglo-Norman Sires at Chantilly Stud Farm on the 
mornixg of the 19th inst., and call upon the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Department at 12 o'clock on the same day ; 
we, together with Mr. W. R. Bell, travelled to Dublin 
on the evening of the 18th, for that purpose—Messrs. 
Robinson and Hardy not accompanying us. 

With regard to these horses, the merest glance at once 
showed that the description of them, which appeared in 
the public Press, viz. :—‘“ King William horses, all legs 
and wings,” “ Belgian hearse horses,” “ Wretched non- 
descript horses,” “ Paris funeral horses,” “Cart horses,” 
“ Grey percherons,” etc., for kindness sake had better be 
ut down on the one side, to the baby-like stupidity of 
individuals writing about horses they had not seen, and 
on the other, to the stallion owners’ “axe to grind.” 

These four horses consist of :— 

1 Rich bay 

1 Bright chestnut, and 

2 Dark browns 
All about 16 to 16.1 hands high, light-boned, and in 
every respect similar in type to our Irish thoroughbred. 
Though as half-breds, as a matter of fact they 
would only be calculated to put to such mares as would 
be suitable for mating with a thoroughbred horse. 

For a harness-horse district such as ours, there are at 
least two of them that have marked advantage over the 
ordinary thoroughbred that finds its way to the North, 
or for that matter, any of the half-breds at present at 
Chantilly Stud Farm—that of the superior stepping 
action they possess, together with slightly more bone. 

The most striking feature of our visit was the Irish 
half-bred stallions we saw upon the farm, and, as the 
deputation pec es ge pointed out to the Vice-Presi- 
dent, these animals, for size, substance, strength, bone, 
and action, are no improvement whatever upon our best 
thoroughbreds—and it is only to get these qualities the 
thoroughbred should be set aside. 

The half-bred that is wanted for the North is a whole- 
coloured bay or brown, 16 to 16.2, with large, clean 
bones, good, sound feet, high-stepping action, and the 
more quality the better; but nohe of the former can 
be sacrificed in joo degree for the latter—in other words, 
an animal that, when pnt to a light mare of good quality, 
would be calculated to produce a filly that in her turn 
would mate well with a thoroughbred, 
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ing the interview which followed, the deputa- 


were they to omit expressing their appreciation of the 
patient, courteous, and painstaking hearing afforded 
them, not only by the Vice-President and Secretary, but 
also the Anew! of the various agricultural branches of 
the Department—in fact, an interest so keen as to re- 


; meeting of the Agricultural Council—We have the 
tion would, in the first place, be wanting in their duty | honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 


Tuomas A. Chairman ; 

_Ropert R. Murpny, R. T. Huston. 
Armagh County Council, Committee of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction, The Mall, Armagh, April 5. 


move any doubts that may have hitherto existed’in the ai Die 


minds of the deputants as to the wish of the Depart- 
ment to arrive at a scheme that would be the means of 
utting horse-breeding in Ulster on a satisfactory basis. 


missed. 
Before Messrs. G. W. Eyre and J. P. Paige, on Mon- 


e points upon which stress was laid were—Firstly, to | day morning, 11th inst., were heard two summonses by 
make breeding profitable to the breeder, shewing that this | Inspector Osborne, of the R.S.P.C.A., against Walter 


could only be accomplished on small agricultural holdings 


Smithwaite, 8 Brownlow Street, Stonehouse, and Chas. 


by breeding stock that, while still young, would be calcula- fHicks, Flora Street, employees of Messrs. Pickford. It 
ted to doa portion of the work, urging thatthis would go no | was alleged that the former was guilty of cruelty to 


small way towards increasing the tillage in our county ; 
secondly, that the type bred sh 

dition, and manner of working of the holding, the Depart- 
ment admitting, as they do, that animals suitable for Kil- 


a horse on April 2nd, and that the latter caused the 
ould vary with thesize, con- | horse to be ill-treated. Mr. Perey T. Pearce defended. 


Inspector Osborne stated that he was on Mutley 


Plain when he saw a constable and a crowd around a 


dareare useless to Connemara and Cushendall. We, there- | horse and lorry at the bottom of Townsend Hill. Smith- 
fore, endeavoured to get them to recognise that there | waite was pulling at the horse’s head to try and get it to 


were many intermediate stages. We held that, in order 


shoul 
even if it were only by a few pounds per head, rather 


pull the lorry, which only contained a small load. The 
to iy the breed of horses of a country, the idea | animal made an effort, but was only able to move a few 
be to improve the quality of every animal bred, | feet. 


When witness drew near he saw it was in a distressed 


than breed one or two animals that might be sold at a| state, and told Smithwaite it was absolutely unfit for 


high figure. This we showed could only be accomplished 


by placing at the disposal of the farmers a number of | driven it five weeks, and I : 
along,” answered Smithwaite. Witness then examined 


on such lines that the | the animal, which he found to be old, extremely poor, 


stallions varying in strength, say, thoroughbred, half- 
bred, and Irish draught, all b 


work. “The other cha got it like this. 


have only 
have done my best to get it 


= of any one would mate with either of the others. | suffering from parasitic mange, sweating, and in a very 


e gave it as our opinion that the best horses were got | exhausted state. O 
the animal biting it. He subsequently went to the 


rn provided the dam was suitable, and 
t 


One hock was bleeding, the result of 


t the basis of our entire scheme was the grading up | stables of Messrs. Pickford and saw Hicks, who admitted 
of the mares by half-bred and draught sires, so that we | sending the horse out. = * 


would eventually get fillies to put to our best-bred 


In answer to Mr. Pearce, witness said the cruelty arose 


stallions. That the success of a scheme such as this de-| from the weakness of the horse. 


nds + apy the service of these animals being given only 
or such mares as an expert considered reasonably 
certain to produce stock better than the dam, and that 
fees be charged for same on a sliding scale, according to 


P.C. Mann also gave evidence. 


THE DEFENCE. 
Mr. J. C. Collings, veterinary surgeon, stated that 


the valuation of the breeder, at such rates as would|he had veterinary charge of Messrs. Pickford’s stables, 


be sufficient to maintain and travel the animal for twelve | and periodically visited them. 


months. 

We showed that such a scheme worked by State- 
owned stallions would be infinitely more economical 
than the present, as the foals are now costing the Joint 
Fund £4 per head, so that the State-owned horse, if 
purchased at £600, when he got 150 foals would have 
cleared the purchase money. Against°this we admitted 
it might be argued there was no certainty of a horse 
purchased at this price being a success, but our reply 
was : If he should not be, it would be much better that 
the Department lose than a farmer, to whom it would 
in all probability be such a set-back that he would not 
recover for years. 

The Deputation then pointed out to the Vice-Presi- 
dent that a first step in this scheme, the standing 
for the next five or six years in County Armagh of the 
Anglo-Norman Sire (No. 10), mating him with a number 
of selected mares, would not only give breeders an oppor- 
tunity of securing the service of a better horse of the 
thoroughbred type than has been at their disposal since 
the formation of the Department, or, in fact, for many 
a long day, and by branding his offspring, a much better 
experiment could be obtained than on a small Depart- 
mental stud farm. However, Mr. Russell’s reply was to 
the effect that, owing to the amount of adverse criticism, 
the Department had decided not to send these horses 
into the country for service ; therefore, the deputants 
see no alternative but to recommend you to urge upon 
the Department the advisability of establishing a 
separate horse-breeding scheme for Ulster, and that this 
matter be moved in by your representatives at the next 


He knew the horse 
in question. It was suffering from pityriasis, a non- 
contagious form of skin disease. e complaint was 
was quite different from parasitic mange. Witness had 
subjected scurf from the animal’s skin to microscopical 
examination, but could find no trace of parasites. He 
had told the horse-keeper, the store-keeper, and Messrs. 
Pickford’s manager that the animal would receive benefit 
from exercise and light work. It was recovering from 
the disease. He saw the horse on April 4th, and told ~ 
the keeper to continue to work it. It was seen by witness 
three or four days a week, and Inspector Osborne’s des- 
criptiod of it was erroneous. 

he defendant Hicks said the animal was fit for work 
when it left the stables. There was no occasion to have 
sent it out if it had been unfit as there were two reserve 
horses. The animal was placed in charge of Smith- 
waite because he always exercised great care. On April 
2nd the horse took a load of between 22 and 24 ewt. to 
the G.W. Docks without discomfort. 

Smithwaite having been called, Mr. Pearce addressed 
the magistrates, contending that the case for the prose- 
cution had been greatly exaggerated. 

The magistrates were of opinion that Inspector 
Osborne was perfectly justified in bringing the case to 
court, but they felt that, as the defendants were acting 
under the advice of a veterinary surgeon who was treat- 
ing the horse for a certain disease, no cruelty had been 
poe against them. The summonses would, therefore, 

dismissed. 

On the application of Inspector Osborne the costs were 


remitted.— Western Hvening Herald. 
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An Outbreak of Cow-Pox. 


Mr. Barnes asked the Under omprec of State for 
the Home Department whether he could now state the 
result of his arey, the outbreak of cow-pox at 
Vale Farm, Pinner Road, Sudbury, as a resuit of which 
four persons contracted the disease ; and whether he 
could state the decision he had come to with regard to 
the advisability of extending the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act to cover this and other discases of a similar 
nature. 

Mr. MASTERMAN a oa : The Secretary of State has 
communicated with the Local Government Board and 
the Board of Agriculture, and has received reports from 
which it appears that the outbreak was one of cow-pox. 
The effects, thawenes, on the workmen, as described in the 
particulars which the honourable member was good 
enough to send him, seem to have been Deyn 4 The 
The Secretary of State understands that the elder Wig- 
more was off work three weeks, during which time he 
received half wages, that he did not go to a_ hospital; 
and that he is now recovered ; and hat the younger 
Wigmore was only slightly affected and off work for 
three days. The question-of adding this disease to 
those included tn the Workmen’s Compensation Act is 
being considered in consultation with the other depart- 
ments, and my right honourable friénd has not yet been 
able to come to a deaision in the matter. 


[We should be glad to learn if any veterinary evidence 
was forthcoming in connection with this enquiry. Per- 
haps some of our readers will supply some information|]. 


Adrenalio an Antidote to Strychnine. 


Drs. W. Fatra and L. Jvcovic report in the Berliner 
Klinische Wochenschrift a series of research experiments 
carried out by them to determine the antagonism 
between the actions of various cardiac — and 
they find that, experimenting on the s heart, 
adrenalin is capable of annulling the effect of strychnine. 
The heart was exposed and three or four drops of a 2 
per cent. solution of strychnine nitrate were allowed 
to fall upon it. At the end of about 30 seconds the 
heart was thrown into tetanus on percussion, the cardiac 
contractions becoming slower and slower, and finally 
ceasing with the heart in diastole. If now three or four 
drops of 1 in 1000 adrenalin solution are placed on the 
heart, cardiac contractions soon recommence and gradu- 
ally increase in rapidity till the heart beats more rapidly 
than normal, and it kept moistened with sodium chloride 
solution it may continue to beat for half-an-hour, 
eventually stopping in systole. The authors are of 
opinion that the adrenalin acts as a direct antidote 
to strychnine, and they find that after injections in 
guinea-pigs absorption of the strychnine takes place 
equally quickly with or without the adrenalin, and that 
the same neutralising effect is produced when the two 
solutions are injected into different parts of the body. 


Cancer in Mice. 


Under the direction of Dr. Borel; Dr. ease has 
carried out some interesting research on the etio of 
cancer in mice. He has observed that mice affected 
with adenosarcoma of the mammz are also frequently 
infected with spirillosis, and he has attested the presence 
of spirille in malignant tumours of mice. He has 
therefore endeavoured to ascertain the possible etioiogi- 
cal connection between the two maladies by inoculating 
a large number of mice with spirille. Among 234 mice 
so inoculated 10 developed tumours spontaneously, 


whereas of 392 control mice only two developed tumours. 


adviser to the State, and as the post- 


finds, further, that the sites of the tumours are for the 
most part those regions where the parasites tend to 
accumulate. The predominance of the tumoars at 
spring and autumn also corresponds to the time of sporu- 
lation of the parasites. Experimenting further with 
cancer inoculations, he finds that by feeding the mice with 
uantities of chlorine—sodium, potassium, barium, 
é cium chloride—the animals are rendered more 
impervious to cancer inoculations. It ap; that the 
cancer growths can be acclimatised to these salts, so 
that if an animal already affected with cancer be saturated 
with one of these salts, inoculation of the growth into 
another animal that has previously been fed with the 
same salt will succeed. Such inoculations are, however, 
less successful with barium or sodium chloride than 
with the other chlorides. It would appear, then, that 
these chlorides are especially deterrents to the develop- 
ment of cancer. 


Jubilee of Prof. Schutz 


Some months ago the famous German veterinarian 
Prof, Wilhelm Schiitz, received the congratulations of 
his colleagues on the occasion of his seventieth birthday. 

On Saturday last the Professor, who qualified as a 
veterinary surgeon on April 16th, 1860, attained his 
professional jubilee, which is to be commemorated at the 
end of the month in Berlin. On April 29, under the 
auspices of the professors of the Berlin Veterir 
School, there will be a complimentary meeting at mid- 
day at that institution, followed by a banquet in the 
evening ; and on the succeeding evening another com- 
social gathering, conjointly by the 
Students of the Feterinas School and those the 
Royal Military Veterinary Luadane: will take place in 
the Banqueting Hall of the Zoological Gardens at. Berlin. 

Prof. Schiitz was born in Berlin on the 15th September 
1839, and graduated in the same city during his twenty- 
first year. During the next few years he studied medi- 
cine at the University of Berlin, but was’ chiefly:en- 
in the departmental veterinary service, with an 
interval of campaigning. He accompanied the Prussian 
army in a veterinary capacity during the Austrio- 
Prussian war of 1866, and was present at the battles of 
Trautenau and Koniggratz. e next year, 1867, he 
was a to a repetitorship in the Berlin veterin- 
ary schools. Here he was able to follow his leaning for 
pathology, of which he had already given evidence ; and 
though for the next ten years other subjects claimed a 
share of his attention, he was afterwards able to devote 
himself to his favourite subject. The light he has cast 
upon many of its most difficult problems, and the position 
he has attained for himself as the result of his labours, 
are common knowledge to veterinarians of all countries. 
As a young man, Schiitz was considerably influenced 
by the teaching of Virchow ; and at a later period he 
was brought into intimate connection with Rebert Keech: 
He was one of the first to carry the ideas and methods 
of these two epoch-making workers into the domain of 
strictly veterinary pathology, in which no man hasdone 
better independent work. Glanders (the baeillus of 
which he discovered in conjunction with Léffler), stran- 
gles, equine contagious pneumonia, the epizootics of 
swine, tuberculosis, and bovine redwater are among the 
most important of the many diseases in which he 
advanced the world’s veterinary knowledge. Naturally 
his success as an investigator has added to his responsi- 
bilities, and alike as teacher, as examiner, as veterinary 
uate guide of. 
his scholar-assistants at his Pathological Institute, his 
work has brought credit to himself and his profession. 
There should be a goodly muster of Germans at Berlin. 


From these facts he concludes that spirillosis is a predis- 
posing cause to the development of cancer in mice. He . 


next week to congratulate the veteran pathologist, whose 
professional career began when the etiology of .even- 
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anthrax was stil] a moot who may be 
said to have assisted in building of bacteriology 
ever since its foundation, and who is still one of its fore- 
most. exponents to-day. But Wilhelm Schiitz’s ad- 
mirers and well-wishers are by no means confined to 
Germany, and v many veterinarians, in this as in 
other countries, will join in years of con- 
tinued activity in the field in which he has already 
laboured so long and so fruitfully. 


Election of Council R.C.V.S. 
The following nominations have been added to the list: 


J. FRASER (14 years) by J. H. Carter. 
W. PackMAN : G. H. Locke. 


P. Hans, Esq.” 


The ehoing advertisement refers to an alleged dis- 
covery by Mr. Hans, it appears in a prominent position 
in an Irish newspaper. His “appointment ” was referred 
to at the last meeting of Council R.C.V.S. 

STRIPPER Cows. 


Our advertising columns this week contain an 
announcement of ay great importance to farmers, re- 
ing a new cure for the terrible scourge of Contag- 
ious Abortion in At present a 
percen of milch cows fail to go m calf at all, or 
fe calf. his isa great loss to farmers, especially 
in creamery districts, as cows suffering from this dis- 
order are worth only about half their value as in-calf 
cows. The new remedy is therefore very opportune, 
and will undoubtedly prove a great boon to farmers, 
especially as it can be administered by the mouth, 
thereby doing away with the costly and troublesome 
process of syringing affected animals. The syringing 
treatment has been tried extensively and found to be 
utterly useless, and it was its failure that prompted Mr. 
Hans, the well known Veterinary Expert, to originate 
the present treatment in conjunction with Mr. Carroll, 
Chemist, Boyle, who supplies it to the public. 


Personal. 
ArTHUR Baker, M.R.C.v.8S., Nailsworth, gained the 


Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute, at an exami- 
nation for Inspectors of Meat and Other Foods, held in 


Liverpool on April 16. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


War Orrice, WHITEHALL, April 19. 
Sanction has been given for an increase of five officers 
to the Establishment. 
Extract from London Gazette, April 15. 
“TERRITORIAL Force. UNATTACHED LIsT. 
Vet.-Lieut. E. P. Owen resigns his Commission. 
Dated March 4. 


An Inquest 


On Monday afternoon, 11th inst., Coroner Graham 
held an inquest at Durham Infirmary on the body of 
Alfred Austin Stevens, 38, veterinary surgeon, who died 
on Friday night, under distressing circumstances. The 
body was identified by John White, of 1 Charles Street, 
Bingley, Yorkshire, a brother-in-law. _ 

John Thomas Ingram, a joiner, said the deceased 
lodged with him at 8 Sutton Street. Deceased had 
been in the habit of taking drugs to make him sleep. 
He had been troubled about his family, and was always 


Dr. Pain said he was called about 11 o'clock to the 
house, and found the deceased on a bed. He was dead, 
but quite warm. The tongue was burned all round the 
edges, but there were ne_external marks of injury. From 
the appearance of deceased witness came to the conclu- 
sion that he had taken acid poison from the effects of 
which he had died. In 1996 he attended deceased for a 
heart affection, and at that time he formed the opinion 
that it would not take very much to cause his death. 
He thought the contents of the bottle were probably 
— acid. He did not think it was strychnine. 

he jury, after a brief consultation, found that the 
d had committed suicide.— The Evening Chronicle 
(Newcastle-on-Tyne). 


OBITUARY. . 


W. A. Byrne, M.R.C.v.s., Roscommon. 
Lond : May, 1889. 


Mr. Byrne died at his residence, Castlestrange, on 
Sunday morning, April 17. For some time past he had 
been under medical care, but no immediate danger to 
life was anticipated. 
Born in Co. Roscommon, and having taken the Agri- 
cultural Course at Glasnevin School, Mr. Byrne gradua- 
ted at the London College where, for a time, he held the 
post of Demonstrator in Anatomy. He was the ideal 
veterinary surgeon, thoroughly well read, a splendid 
operator, a good judee of animals, and an all-round sports- 
man : his colours winning many a race on the turf. 

Socially, “ Willie Byrne” was a personality in himself. 
His genial and kindly disposition, his fascinating way 
of telling a story, and his splendid ability as an 
orator will long be remembered by those who knew 
him. He took an active part in politics, was a staunch 
Home Ruler, and a kind and generous friend to the 
poor. 
For some years Mr. Byrne was member of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary ‘Surgeons, and was 
one of tbe Governors of the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland. He was an active member of two Irish Veteri- 
nary Associations as well as of the National. 

is loss is deeply mourned in his native County of 

Roscommon, where he was highly esteemed and beloved 
by the people. The veterinary profession and the world 
of sport are the poorer wv his loss. His colleagues in 
Ireland particularly will miss him. There only one 
“Willie Byrne,” a sportsman, a jolly companion, a kind 
heart, and a true friend. - 


CAMPBELL, M.R.C.V.8., Kirkcudbright. 
Graduated, Glas: Dec., 1891. 


Mr. Campbell died on Wednesday, April 6, as the 
result of an accident. On the previous night he had 
been entering his his house when his foot slipped, and 
he fell backwards, his head either striking a step or the 
concrete pavement. It was seen that the injury was a 
serious one, and medical assistance was summoned, but 
he gradually sank. Mr. Campbell was the eldest son of 
the late Mr. Thomas Campbell, veterinary surgeon, 
Kirkcudbright, one of the best known veterinary practi- 
tioners in the South of Scotland. Deceased. who had a 
large practice in the district, was about forty years of 
age, and is survived by a widow and family. 


MAURICE ALMOND, v.8s., Chipping Ongar, Essex. 
Mr. Almond died on April 14th, from heart failure. 
Aged 56 years. 


J. Oppy, v.s., 1 Britannia Terrace, Cleckheaton, Yorks. 
Death occurred on April 17th frem senile decay, at the 


talking about his little boy. He used to say if he could 
only get little Jimmie back he would be content. 


age of 80 years. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 
Sir, 

I feel sure many will be interested in the discussion at 
the last Council meeting regarding the eign | Degree, 
perhaps more so as one gentleman (who holds the degree 
and should be in a posi:ion to speak as to its advantages or 
otherwise) draws rather a sharp line of demarcation be- 
tween it and a University Diploma in Veterinary Science. 
The F.R.C.V.S., according to his version, is a ‘* seemingly "’ 
honorary qualification (although accompanied by a diploma), 
and the other obtained by diploma from the University. 
Asa holder of this ‘‘ seemingly honorary qualification,’' I 
rather take exception to this gentleman's remarks, if he 
will excuse me taking the liberty. The candidate for the 
F.R.C.V.S. degree, as a preliminary, has to lodge a sub- 
stantial cheque with the Secretary, the whole of which is 
very properly retained if he is successful in obtaining his 
degree, and, a good proportion of it also becomes the Col- 
lege property if he is unfortunate enough to be unable 
to satisfy his examiners as to his fitness. This 
fact alone will, I think, do away with the ‘‘ honorary’’ 

rt of the qualification. I rather,gather from Prof. 
Williams’ remarks of ‘‘ honorary’ as applied to the quali- 
fication, that he was referring not to the pecuniary point 
bat rather that it was in his estimation what might be 
termed an ‘‘empty’’ honour, to which no, or very little, 
importance is attached as a qualification for competitive 
appointments when ranged alongside what might be termed 
a more modern diploma. 

Putting aside for the moment the question as to whether 


the examination as at present conducted is at the high |}, 


standard it should be, I, for one, should like to endorse 
the remarks of the President, and to assure Prof. Williams 
that not in every case is the F.R.C.V.S. diploma over- 
ridden. Quite recently a public appointment was adver- 
tised dealing with public health, and from a number of ap- 
plicants four were selected to appear before the committee ; 
of these four three held diplomas in Health and University 
in addition to M.R.C.V.8., the fourth happened to 
be myself with the F.R.C.V.S. and the London Post- 
Graduate Certificate, with the Sanitary Institute Certifi- 
cate. After some deliberation my qualifications were 
accepted, and I was told afterwards that it was on the sug- 
gestion of the M.O.H. (a complete stranger to me) that the 
F.R.C.V.8. diploma took precedence of the others. 

Another case I can vouch for is one in which the 
F.R.C.V.8. diploma enabled a veterinary surgeon to obtain 
an appointment in London ‘‘ by a short head,” the ‘‘ honor- 
ary qualification ’’ successfully scoring from a large field of 
“also rans."’ 

I think, with the President, that there is no doubt that 
the F.R.C.V.S. degree is certainly in many cases accorded 
the recognition it should deserve, but the question is—Are 
we in these days of progress in veterinary science keeping 
it up to the high standard which it ought toattain? If itis 
proved that this degree is favourably considered in competi- 
tion, then we must see to it that the standard is advanced 
as circumstances warrant, in order that it may range itself 
alongside the many diplomas in veterinary science in all its 


~ branches which are becoming so numerous. 


I am not decrying the degree as it stands even at present, 
for a practitioner must keep up his work well in his initial 
five years of work to be able to pass it, but I, for one, am 
pleased to hear that a committee is sitting to discuss, I pre- 
sume, its re-organisation. 

We have many good men in the profession holding the 
degree, and we have some of our most distinguished mem- 
bers without it. Why is this? Nobody will argue that 
these distinguished confréres are ‘‘ funking’’ the ordeal ; 
but somebody suggested in a joking way ‘‘ What a farce it 
would be for... . to be examined by... .’’ He was 
perfectly correct, and has hit the right nail on the head. 

As conducted at present, the F.R.C.V.S. examiners are 
men who can be trusted to probe a candidate’s knowledge 
thoroughly on the present syllabus of examination, but, we 
must remember that many of our profession after qualify- 
ing as veterinary surgeons drop the usual run of every day 


practice and launch out into what might be described as the 
more advanced branches of the ession, both at home 
and abroad. In time these gentlemen desire to qualify in 
the Fellowship degree, and naturally their thesis at any 
rate is based on their own class of work. 

Now, supposing these gentlemen have been carrying on 
Colonial or Public Health work, I ask (without any reflec- 
tion om our present examiners) what would be the feelings 
of these examiners if called apon to discuss a Thesis by a 
candidate say on ‘‘ Erlich’s Chain Theory as applied to the 
Immunisation of certain animals in tropical diseases '’ or 
some intricate subject clear to the beart of the candidate, 
but perhaps rather dry to, and out of the range of his 
examiners? The candidate would be perfectly justified in 
scoring off his examiners in his Thesis, but (having dropped 
private practice), how they would make him curl up on 
Laminitis, Navicular, and Parturition!!! This I know is 
a deterrent to many eligible men. 

At present a man graduates from College with a know- 
ledge which fits him for work in, at any rate, three different 
branches of Veterinary Science: 

(a) Ordinary Veterinary Practice. 

(b) Veterinary Public Health. 

(c) Tropical Veterinary work. 

All of these offer a wide range, and a man must make up 
his mind in which direction he is goirig to strike out. It is 
practically impossible to take the three ; almost impossible 
to take two; and therefore he must stick to his own 
furrow, rather than be a ‘‘ Jack of all trades and master of 
none.'’ At the end of five years he will be ambitious to take 
his higher degree, and it seems to me4 suitable time now to 
suggest that the Fellowship examination might be so re- 
constructed that a man can qualify in his own particular 


At the risk of being accused of making invidious distinc- 
tinctions, I say, with all dve deference, that the average 
practitioner would find himself out of his th at an 
examination on Trypanosomiasis and Laboratory Technique, 
and vice versa. 

This is doubtless occupying the attention of the Committee 
at present, and we hope and feel sure they will be able to 
come to an arrangement’ by which the F.R.C.V.8. degree 
shall be vo toany member of the profession in his own 
sphere—thus raising it to a standard that should place it 
beyond re h. It will doubtless necessitate at least 
two sets of examiuers—the first as they are constituted at 
present, and the second on subjects which might be termed 
‘*foreign’’ to those at present examining, and conducted 
by examiners as competent in the subjects as the present 
ones are in theirs. 

What we require is a degree that we can recognise as 
‘tip top.’’ At present a man is bewildered in his endeavours 
to take the best degree: he takes what he considers the 
best, and every year some fresh degree is initiated, which 
caps the previous one. As we stand now, a man has to 
keep spending money obtaining diplomas and certificates, 
year alter year, to keep abreast of the times, whereas if it is 
known and agreed that our Fellowship standard advances 
to meet every emergency required, we shall feel that we 
are taking a degree which (although it may not enable those 
who so desire it, to string half the alphabet after their 
names) gives them precedence of the many, varied, and high 
sounding qualifications with which we are every now and 
then startled at present. 

By these means, three ends would be attained, viz :— 

(ay Every member would be eligible, each in his own 
branch of work. 

(2) There would be an increase in candidates for exami- 
—— and a consequent increase to the College 

nds. 

(3) The examination could be ‘raised to a status which 
would place it beyond reproach, and enable it to 
take sides with and, if possible, precedence over 
any other degree. It would, in addition, remove 
what at present is rather.an unpleasant factor, viz., 
the slighting remarks, supercilious smiles, and 
adverse reflections, which some have been heard to 
indulge in at the expense of the present system of 
examination.—I remain, Yours faithfully., 

April 18. F.R.C.V.S. 
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GAUSTIC CLAMS. 
Sir, 


As Tam in the habit of castrating a very considerable 
number of horses in different parts of the country annually 
_I feel I cannot let the remarks made by ‘‘M.R.C.V.S.”’ in 
-The Veterinary Record, dated March 26th, paes by un- 
‘noticed. I briefly expressed my views upon the advan- 
‘tages to be obtained by castration of animals standing in 
The Veterinary Record for June, 1909, I will not therefore 
trespass again upon your space in this matter, except as 
— the application and use of caustic clams. I may 
inform “‘ M.R.C.V.8."’ that the caustic surface of the clam 
remains in actual contact with the surfaces of the cord, but 
the caustic material upon the clam very soon disappears, 
and if the clam is removed in six hours after the operation 
there is scarcely any left on the contact surfaces. 

Again, he says no antiseptic can be applied to the scrotal 
wound and end of the cord when clams are used. I would 
ask “‘M.R.C.V.S.’’ what stronger and more reliable anti- 
septic could he apply than Hydrarg. perchlor.? If the 
— is not tgettell to the end of the cord where wo:ld he 
apply it? : 

in he says if an undetected hernia is present it is 99 
to 100 against the colt. It will take along time to convince 
me that it is not by far the safest and most reliable method 
for the detection of scrotal hernia to examine the animal when 
it is in the standing positior, this position enables one to 
make a much better examination of the size of the inguinal 
canals, also to discover the presence or absence of anything 
abnormal in the scrotum. When an animal is cast and 
placed dorsicumbent, how often does it not happen that a 
small scrotal hernia which would have been detected if 
examined previous to casting has now spontaneously dis- 
ot into the abdominai cavity, in which case it will in 

1 probability reappear when the animal is again let up. 

oreover I maintain that the persistent struggles which 
. 80 frequently occur in young horses during the casting 
nee greatly tend to produce both inguinal and scrotal 

roia. 

_ _A& regard the amount of pain caused by the caustic clam 
‘I would ask ‘“‘M.R.C.V.S."’ what injury is more painful 
than that produced by burns. 

_ Finally the frequency of scirrhous cord which 
“*M_R.C.V.S8.”’ is of opinion is of more common occurrence 
now than in former years, a fact he attributes to the 
prevalence of the use of caustic clams. I conclude that 
**M-R.C.V.S.’’ does not castrate a lot in his own practice, 
if so I should like to ask him by what method he usually 
operates. I may inform him that during the last eight 
years I have castrated nearly two thousand horses of all 

“ages for different veterinary su.“eons, and up to now I 
have only met withone case of scirrhous cord, which either 
by coincidence or misfortune occurred in an animal which I 
‘castrated standing with the ecraseur. My experience as to 
its more frequent occurrence is therefore in striking con- 
trast to his. Although my practice being situated in an 
“extensive breeding district I also, like ‘‘M.R.C.V.S.”’ 
examine a considerable number of horses every year. 

would, in conclusion, like to ask ‘‘M.R.C.V.S.’’ why 
he considers that scirrhous cord should be more liable to 
occur after the use of caustic clams than by other methods, 

“as if this lesion is due to the accidental infection of the 
wound by. the discomyces, why should it not be just as 
liable to follow castration by other various methods as by 
‘this. —Yours faithfully, 


C. W. Townsenp, F.R.C.v.S. 


ACTION FOR LOSS OF A HORSE AT COLWYN 
‘BAY—VETERINARY EVIDENCE. 


Sir, 35.1969 
, Why did ‘one of the interested parties make the post- 


4 niortem.iu this case? Are there no registered horse- 


‘ glaughterers in Wales? and wouldn’t it have been possible 
té-hane preserved the parts in dispute and brought them 
:into,court?.. The evidence of a third disinterested party 
such as ali. intelligent horse slaughterer would have been 
valuable seeing the way this case was conducted. 


I can hardly believe that Mr. Owen Thomas would agree 
that there was a ruptured heart at the post-mortem and 
then disavowit at the trial. It is quite conceivable that he 
might say ‘‘it very unusual and rare thing” (i.¢., 
ruptured heart) without agreeing that it was so.—Yours 
truly, M.R.C.V.S. 


NEW INTRA-TRACHEAL SYRINGE. 


Sir, 
lam afraid Mr. Thornton is resuscitating an old idea. 
Messrs. Huish and Co., at my suggestion, put on the 
market some years ago a similar intra-tracheal needle. 
See their catalogue page 44, item No. 582.—Yours truly, 
R. M. Matsocn, M.R.C.V.S. 
Kirkby Stephen, April 16. 


HEREDITARY UNSOUNDNESS. 
Sir, 

In your issue of the 9th inst., you reproduce an extract 
from an article under the above heading in The North 
British Agriculturist, in which the writer says that the 
so-called hereditary disease, ‘‘ roaring,’’ can be cut out of 
the equine body as effectually as appendicitis can be cut out 
of the human body. He also points out that our profession 
has still a great deal to learn, as well as to unlearn, in regard 
to the above subject. 

It ill becomes one of profession he so soundly rates to 
answer him, as he has apparently read some veterinary 
works, and therefore is enabled to sit aloft like some Teu- 
felsdrockh in his watch tower, calmly surveying the pitiful 
little world of the veterinarian. His knowledge, small 
though it may be, makes him dangerous, more so when 
paraded in the columns of an agricultural journal. 

I have no intention of entering into a disquisition as to 
what is hereditary or not, but would with some little temerity, 
endeavour to point out a few salient facts which seem to 
have been beneath his notice. 

In the first place, may I mention that ‘‘ roaring "’ is not a 
disease, but merely a symptom of one, caused, as all 
veterinarians know, by a paralysis of the left vocal cord, 
resulting from paralysis of the left recurrent laryngeal nerve 
with atrophy of the posterior and lateral crico-arytenoid 
muscles of that side. ; 

Secondly, in operating, whether by arytenoidectomy or by 
the method of stripping the lining membrane of the ventricle 
of the larynx, wherein one removes the immediate cause of 
the roaring and also removes a part of the organism—does 
the writer imagine that in the case of a stallion or mare so 
operated upon, the offspring would be void of a correspond- 
ing part of its anatomy. Or, since he mentions appendicitis, 
would the offspring of parents who had their appendices _re- 
moved be deficient in that part ? 

Thirdly, I have never heard veterinary surgeons assert 
that ‘‘ roarers’’ breed ‘‘ roarers,’’ but what they do believe 
is that the offspring, possessing as they do a left recurrent 
nerve, a left vocal cord, and arytenoid cartilage, and being 
bred from parents affected with ‘‘ roaring’ due to some 
weakness of such anatomical structures, are liable in time to 
develop into ‘‘ roarers.’’ 

In conclusion, the writer inthe N.B A. instead of attempt- 
ing to criticise the best friends of the agriculturist should, in 
the interests of his readers, turn his pen into a ploughshare. 

With apologies for troubling you with this rather pro- 
longed letter.—Yours faithfully, 

Davin HANNAY, 

Kelso, April }3. 


Three of these four letters have been unavoidably held ovey 


ComMUNICATIONS AND Papers RecEIvED :—M.R.C.V.8., 
Liverpool Magazine, The Evening Chronicle (Newcastle o-T.) 
Sussex Daily News. April 16. 

Messrs. R. M. Malloch, H.J.R. Pope, W. Jackson 
Young, D. Hannay. 

Annual Report (1909) Division of Veterinary Science New 
Zealand Dept. of Agriculture, C. J. Reakes. April 23, 
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